A SERMON 


( Preached ar the LefFvre in Boſiow in New England the 

18 ch dayofthe » Moneth 1674. when two men 
were executed, who had murtherod 
their Maſter.) 


Wherein is ſbewed = 


T hat exceſſe in wickedneſs doth brin? 
untimely Death. 


— a 


N 
N 
l 
| 


By INCREASE MATHER, Techer 
of a Church of Chriſt, 


—_ 


Prov. 10.27. The fear of the Lord prolengeth dayer, but the par: 
of the wicked foall be ſhertned, 
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TO THE RTA DREI. 
| Vemsn occaſion. did na e thus 11 wenld 
fe} ro my Lot ty attend at ſervice, a whole 
with before, nd much iþer buſineſs was upon my hands 
at the ſame The, neceſſfry to be fone, in which r.ſped# 
nothing but what u Hlain ani Common & 18 be cx 
pectted in this Diſcourſe} Tea apd if I had had ac er (0 
much time for Preparagon,it uw /my Principle, (and the ſe 
few in the world bat naw apy thing of me, will reftify 
that my continued Pfadtice according to that Principle) 
that Plaineſs in dilifering/ the Truths of God, & al- 
wayes te be endtav red after; but more eſpecially when 
ſuch am fell 0ccaſioys Me pr eſented, as cauſed the Preach- 
ing of this Sermoh. 
well 4s in 4 Natgral ſepſe. 
Little did | thi Printing thi ſermon when 1 
Pre ache d it; b th M who ſometimes giveth tavor 
10 theſe who arg not men of skill hath ſo ordered by his 
Providence N thu many Me deſired, that it might 
be thus expoſſd ty the wiew bf the world; ont of reſpect᷑ 
to whoſe Imppriupity, / have trapſcribed for them « Co- 
py of whatſwes ſpoken, and Nhat not ontly as to the 
things, byf (ines that was defired) a nigh as ] could 
remembeſ, in the [ame words, were delivered. 
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e enſuing Sermfin war , (/as i in the Title 
ge expreſed ) Frexched uon 4 very ſad & 


Vain food is beſt is 4 Spirmoal ws Cu Ae 


To the Readcet. 


If 1 gy by this Publicatipn be ir ſtfu mgytal ta prevent any 
rom Pnning againſt Gpd & if 1þ6 Lord will bleſs theſe 
poor Afeditations for t f good of young ones among [t 
as ( eſPrcially ſuch as ary of thd Riſing Generation in 
New- England, for whoſa (ef 1 am meſt willing, not 

Preach, and to , hut to dy, if 1 may but 
thereby Promote their /Conyerſion ad Salvation) 7 


bave then my whole Acſire. 
The bleſſing Vile God bf Heaven, ge along with 


bi own Truth. Avbich a ” Prayer of 


hine Chriſt, 


ſton, | 
— one th, 
1675 
Increaſe Mather. 
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Eccleſ. 2 17. 


Be not over much wicked, niitler be 
thou fool iſß, why ſhould:ſt thou dye 
before thy time? 


4 Olomon being a man full of wiſdome, was very ob- 
ſervant of the Providences of God, which hapred 
in the placeand in the age wherein he lived. H- 
doth in this Chapter give us an account ofgſome of 


bis Ubſervations that way, There is one ſpecial Obſer vati6n' 


in this Context, viz in the 15 verſe of this Chapter Fvkere 
we have the wiſe man ſaying, There « a jest that 
periſheth in bus Rightronſneſs, and there u Wicked man thut 
roloneeth ba life in his Wickedneſsy, Now leſt any one 
ſhould abuſe this doctrine of the juſt mans periſhirg in 
his righteouſneſs, and the wicked mans prolonging his 
life in his wickedneſs, He proceeds to a double exhorcation. 

1. He doth exhort to beware of errors on the right 
hand. verſe 16th. where there are two errors on the right 
hand mentioned. 

1. Overmuch Righteouſneſs. Be net rightrons overmuch, 
Nat that it is poffible for any man to have more of real 
Goodneſs in him, than he ought to have: but he may be 
more righteous in his own Conceit, than he ſhould be, 
and he may be Superſtitious, he may adde to the Word of 
God, which is the rule of Righteouſneſs, Men may bke- 
wiſe be more ſevere in puniſting Offenders then the Rule 
doch allow of, the Corinthians did ſometimes erte on tat 
hand, and that is to be righteous over much 

2, Overmuch Wiſdome. Neither make thy elf over ile. 
which mult be underitogd as the former Particular, A man 

may 


, in H 


be wiſer in his own eyes, than he ought to be, He my be 
wiſe above what1s written, He may pry into the ſecrets 
of the Alm ghey, and endeayour to trace him uh ſe wayes, 
are paſt finding out, and whoſe | optſteps are not known, 
And this Exbot᷑ tation is urg:d irom the Confider ation of 
the wotu. l eſſect of this overmucy wiſdome and righte- 
ouſneſs, viz ſelf deſtruction. why bet tb deſtroy 
thy ſelf ? As the moth that will venture too neer to the 
- bghe, deſtroyeth it ſelf, ſo they that will be overwiſe, and 
will needs know more than God would bave them to know, 
deſtroy themſelves. 
2. Theother exhortation is againſt Errors on the Leſt 
„ Drei kn. hand, of which there are two mentioned in this ver ſe and 
net in 6. inthe words which have been read, in oppoſition to the two 
former ſpoken of in the verſe immediately foregoing, 
— * I, Re not overmuch Wicked. q. d. though you muſt not 
F_ x 9 righreous over much, yet take — of ert ing on the 
other extt cam, which our nature is moſt prone unto, The 
Hebrew — Ide: do not wickealy much, Not 
Noli eſſe ſt »1- that the Preacher doth allow of any wickedneſs at all onely 
tus. Hieros. bis deſigne is to Sew the evill of all exceſs in wickedneſs, 
2. Another error on the leſt hand is Fooli{hnels. © Nee 
ther be than Fooliſh, Heb, 3B hs Neither be 
thu « Feel, becauſe all wickedr:«{s is folly, and ſingers are 


1 Fools, as afterwards we ſhall new. And this exhortation 
in prob j n ſe» is 1 kewiſe preſſed by an argument taken from the” miſerable 


is icelcri!-us end that ſuch ſinners come to at laſt, God in his righteous 
— Providence doth many Times ſo order that they dy before 
2; 72 4x; their Time. Why fhouldeft thou dy beforethy Tims? tis as 
fit ur impr = if it were ſaid, A hough ic be ſo that here and therga wicked 
borum brev's man doth prolong tus life in his wickedaeſs, yer for any 
K contratts one thence to embolden himſelſ in fin, is the greateſt — 


vita fir. ('aft= imaginable, for uſually ic falls out orherwiſe , that wicked- 


ele Lee gets doch ſhorten tho dayes of thoſe that are guilty of it. 
DoR, "The Doctrine chgrefore from the wards is, 
That the Provigence of God doth feu, (0 dvſpoſe aus that 
naue, Portion of hum hat bath been 


an n- 
1 ＋ 


In 


(y) boys — * 

Ta the Poftrinal handling of this Truth, Three things ＋ 
may be attended. 3 
1. Toerquire how any one may be ſaid to dy beſore 
his Time. 
2. What over much wickedneſs that is which is uſually 
followed with — Death, or when or.e may be Did 
to be wicked over much. 
| 3. The Reaſons of the Doctrine, why God in tus pr o- 
vdence doth often ſo diſpoſe as that an untimely death thell __ 
be the Portion of ſuch as have been wicked over much, 
Queſt, 1, How can one be ſaid to ay before bus T im 

Anſw, Not in ref: of the decree of Cd. No man 
ſhall dy before the Time which the Lord bath determined 
be fulfilled. The Time of every mans Death is appointed. 
Hence Job ſaich Chap, 14. verſe 14. AU the dayer of my 
appointed Time will ] wait till my charge ceme. ard in the 
Ich verſe of that Chapter it is ſaid, Sting bis daes ore de- 
termined, the number of his wienths ave with thee, thou haſt 
appointea his bowne'r that br cannot puſs.” Not only the years g Mt Corron 
but the moneths, nay the dayes which every man ſhall live on tcclci 5-19. 
are determined by the Lord, ſo as that he ſhall not live a 
day longer, nor dy a day ſeoner than was before appoint- 
ed, But a man may be ſaid to dy before his Time, 


1. In rait of bir own cxpeftation®* He may dy before * 
ever be doth expect Death, Hence frrers are ſaid to * 
dy ſuddenly. 1 Thefl, 5. 3. en 3. prace and 2 2 
ſafety, thts ſwdden diſ rad ies cemmb pe th: 


a woman With child and they ne. Kn 2 1 
Truden cometh upon ſim ers, = is, 9 5 * 
in it ſelf ſudden, but as to their expe c. tion ſo. Il us in 
the hat able concerning the wicked ſervant, Math. 24. 48, 
49, 30. If that evil ſervant fall ſay in his l whe Lord 
delagerd Wiz coming, and fell begin v6 ſmite bis f- 

vans, the Terd of that fo vim Bail cont ir 24 
lecketh wot for him, and in an bens that bt i ret aware 0 
doth He dy before his Time wherein te «© kh! 
is come, It is often fo wich chem that | ave bec wick: d 


200 Fooliſh, whereſore it is faid in che Parable er ning 
= T0 
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the Fool when he thought he had many years to live] Lnke 
12. 20; God ſaid unte him T how Fool this night thy foul ball 
berequired of thee, Hence, 

2. Afinner may be ſaid to dye before bis Time, in veſprt of 
bis Preparation for 4 dying bor. Death may come upon 
bim, before he is prepared to encounter with that enemy, 
And then he dyeth indeed, is dying be Ha dy, if death find 
him unprepared; the ſecond death taketh hold on that 
ſoul, The devills ſometimes faid to Jeſus Chriſt, A4. 
thi come to torm nt ws bifore our Time, Truly ſuch a ſoul 
goeth to the Place of Torment before his Time, There 
is many a ſinner that death finds without an Intereſt in 
Jeſas Chriſt, There is ſome (in that he hath not repented 
of, nay it may be he hath not truly repented of ſo much 
as one fin, and then he is not prepared to dy. It had been 


| 
| 


/ bercer for him that he had never born, than chat 
v he ſhould dye and go out of the world in that Con- 
dition, 


3. A fonner may dy before that Time be fulfilled, which 

according to the ordinary courſe of nature be might have lived, 

And this is eſpecially intenced here inthe Text, why 

ſhouldſt thou = befor: thy time, Hebr. - and 

wot in thy Time. that is to ſay , before that time which ac- 

* cording to the ordinary courſe of nature thou mighteſt 
have lived, be expired. Many times the Divine Providence 
doth ſo order as that they who have been wicked over- 
much ſhall not Tire out that time. Thus concerning the 
world of the ungodly which lived before the flood, Eliphaz 
ſaith Haft thow marked the eld way which Wickgd men have 
trodew, who were ent .down ont of time, Job. 22 15, 16. 
According to the ordinary courſe of Nature, they mighy 
have leeds Long Tine, Lis they were cut down by the 
- flroke of Death. wicked men never dy before they are 
ripe in fin, but they often dy before they are rips in Na- 


| ture, They are ctied and chaſed out of the world by 
come woleac dadti3- 

| Someumes brought to paſs by the Lords immedi- 

var. be generally wicked over much, the — 

11 cnges 
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ſends Publick deter- g Judgments, whereby thonſuinds *// Þ 


before theit Tie. ſo on the old world, 16 on Sodom 
and Goytart ha, in the morning they were well and likely 


to have lived many a fair day, but dead and damned be- 
fore night, Thoſe fore Judgments of Famine, Plague, 24 

N and Sword, come and (weep away multitudes before ther ö 

| time, when a people are become wicked ovet much. And 1 * 

: Particular Judgments do hence come upon Particular per- 1s 

Tens, whereby they e cut of before their Time, There ave 7 
was that wicked Fr and his wicked brother Oi, did ES, + 
commit abominable uncleancſs in the ſight of God, and 1 
therefore the Lord le them, that they dyed before theiv 72 
Ti. ſo Nadab and. Abiba were wicked over much, and „ 
there went out fire from the Lord and devoured them, > 


and they dyed before the Lord. Corab and his complices 
wick:-dueſt was amon them and jp their — and 
125 the Vſaſmiit ( o that Judgment) ſpeaketh | {n+ i vo 
* Death ſriſed upon thens and hey went dev quick, into bell, » 
p ſu. 75. 15. Ananias and ira were wicked over mueh 
when they committed Sacriledg, and alſo finned and lyed 
in a Church Aſſembly where there is a ſpecial Preſence of 
the Spirit of God, and me guilty of lying to the 4. 
Holy Ghoſt, ber eſore Grit the one of them fell down and 
«gave up the Ghoſt and then the other, and thence were 45 
oth caſt into one gruve and t his before their Time, The AE 
Scriptures full of awfull- inſtances to this Purpoſe. Again „ „ 
Po N 
\\ 5 
WM 12 


ſomerimes Gods Vicegerents are improved as executioner\ ' 

-of his wrath und o upon fork faners, The Magiſtrate 
bearerh not the ſword ic vain, but is the Miniſter of Gd 

— td execute wrath upon bim that doch evill, A0 
Hence Devid ſpeaketh ſaying,” T will earl deftrey all the "apt 
wicked ef rhe Land, tht I may cut of the wiched | 
ders from the ality of the Lovd. Ffal. 1109. . 1 will ear 
deſtroy them, in the original it is, 5 td. -worming 1 wi 


geſtr o. 1. betauſe i thoſe Times Alfa, were 
eri iu che mot ning; and thats His meaning; that -Mle 
would ſee areneibs done upon * Capital ofs : 


wuls razſe# Poſerity was cut off by the Jesus 
eee 
E. 


. 00 
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decruſe of the Martber which theic Father had commired, 
and no doubt but they had been ſome way Acceſſary, in | 
iu conſcncing, or approving, or not duly bearing witneſs 
againſt that iniquity, 

Sometimes again the Lord in a Judicial way giveth 
up ſuch ſinners to the Power of Satan, and their own 
Corruptions, ſo as that they become their own execu- 
tigners, as we ſe in Peda, who after he had brought 
himſelf under the guilt of innocent blood, went to rhe 
halter to let out his wretched ſoul, 

But thus much may ſuffice to be ſpoken to the firſt en- 

4 quiry, we come to the ſecond thing pr opounded. Namely, 


What overmach wickedneſs that i; which u uſnaly followed 


With antimely death, er whin a man may be ſaid to be wicked f 
overmuch ? : 
Anſw. 1, 1E make br to be more wicked 


than ind «1 leis, e. g. When he doth falſly «ccuſe himſelf ; 
to be guilty of this or that which he was never actually x 
guilty of, There are ſuch woful foolifh creatures in the 
world, that glory in their ſhame, and takea pride in 
eh that they have committed this or that abomination, 
2 which yet it may be they never did commit. It is juſt with 
929 Sod, that ſuch ſhould dy before their Time, and that 
oF mould be dealt wich, av if were really guilty thereof, 
ell” as we ſe in the jnſtance of that Amalekite, who accuſed him 
felf as having an. band in Sauls death; It is a! queſtion 
whether he bad ſo really or no, yet inaſmuch as he accuſed 
. Himſelf, David condemned him, 2 Sam 1. 16. David (a 
. thy blood be wpon thy bead; for thy month bath tiſftified againf 
tber ſaying, I bave ſlain the Lords anointed, So when any 
poor creature ſhall ſay that he hath out- ſtood and ſinned 
away the ar of Grace, albeit che Holy Spirit is fecrerly 
ſtriying wich him Nil}, or that he hath ſumed agaioſt the 
\, Or that bis fin is greater than the mercy God, 
* Frapcis Spirs witer his Apoſtecy utteted ſuch a deſ- 


rate bl as that my ſin (ſaid Ne) i greater than 
2 22 And thus it was wich deſpairing bloody 


; nine iniquity « greater than can be forgiven. 
f 8 Gen. 
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Gen, 4.13. Ai doth well reply upon him, ment iy'r 
Cas, thats _ Cain, thy fin is not — than ca1 be 
forgiven, Some have obſerved that Cains Deſperation and 1 
blatphemy, was a greater evil than his Afurtber was, When —_ 
he ſhed the innocent blood of his own Brother. : And 
indeed deſpair layeth the Foundation for all exceſs in wic- 
kedneſs, it maketh men to become no better than devils 
incarnate; and cauſeth them to dye before their Time, 
wicneſs Judas who in deſpair banged Himſelf, And tave 
not wee in our dayes known or heard of many rufull 
iaſtances of that Kind ? 

2 When 4 man ſhall become guilty of ſuch fint a1 ave of « 
vy Hi nature, then be may be (1d to be Wicked overmuch, 


There are Scarlet fins, Crimſon abominations, wh ch the 


Heavens bluſh to behold, There are bloody finners, 
whoſe ſouls lye bleeding under Prodigious guil:, even ſuch 


28 have been guilty of evils, that by the Law of God and 


man are Capital Crimes, theſe are they that have been 
wicked overmuch, to mention onely one or two Crimes. 

Mw ther is a great and horrid wickedneſs, and ſo Capital 
2s that whoever hath been bal of it, may in no caſe 
be pardoned by man, Numb. 35. 30,31. e XKilleh 
any perſon, the murtherey ſhall be put to death, morcover they 
ſhall we ſatiifattion for the life of a murtherer which w 
Guilty of death, but He foall be ſurdly put to death, And they * 
that have been guilty of this wickedneſs, uſually dy brfore 1hiir 
Time, according to that ſcripture Pſal. 55, 23 But thou 
O God foalt bring them down to diflreHion, Gli ond 
deceitfall men ſhould not lte ont half their dayer, It 
is thought by ſome that Cain. (who was the firſt murtherer 
amon 0 men) dyed before his Time, The Jews have a 
Tradiuon that Lamech killed Cain and a young man that was. - 
wich him hunting in the woods; To this purpoſe ſome under. 
ſtand that place ook verſion doth evidently favor that In- R. 4% . 
ter pretation) Gen, 4. 23.24. Lamech ſaid, I bavr ſlain a 1! K& Zarchi 
man to my wonnding, and a young man to my hurt i. Cain 8 * 
avenged ſeven fald ſurely Lanech ſeventy and ſeven NI Hos. 
cyer the providence of God, doth uſually ſo diſpoſe as the 
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they who hare taken away the lives of ochers by violence,” 
ſhall cehemſeives dy a wolent and. bloody dea.h. Joab mur- 
thered Abner and Amaſa, and He (tho h an old man) 1 
bore his lime, He that had ſhed the Flood of athers, his 
vn blood was ſhed for is at laſt. Joaſh conſpired agaiuſt 

0 Zachatiah and ſloned him with ores, and aſtet wa ds, His 
o ſe vants Conſpire d againſt bin and ſlew his. i 
Many other 1nſlances ur e recorded in the Scripture, and in 
humane writings all conſit ming the Truth of thus, Yea God 
2 from Heaven doth uſually Purſue this fn, with ſpeciall 6gnal 
/ Teſtimonies of his Righteous diſpleaſure; Hence the Lord 
hath ſtrange wayes to diſcover this fin, Ratber then the 
AMurderer (hall not be found out, the Heaven ſhalf reveal 
bis iniquity and che Earth ſhall riſe up againſt him; How 
often have the foawls of Heaven, and the dumb creatures of 
the eat th brought Murder to Light ? og * 
The ſtory is ancient and famous concerning I 'who 
had murdered his own Father ſometime after the 
Plutarch. ſwalows maliug a noiſe in the chimney as it is the manner 
of thoſe birds to doe, His guilty Conſcience was afraid they 
had told of him, whereupon he b to kill the ſwallows, 
and —— Ame the reaſon, why (faith be) the ſwallows doe 
2 lay Beſſw hath Killed bis Faber, Eefſus hath 
Killed bu Father, — he was luſpected, and wpoa' 
eis nination confeſſed the fact. ae - 8 
It is alſo ſtoried of a ſouldier belonging to King Pyrrha, 
M* ſlain, a dog which he had, could by no meats. be 
Claris Exam- enticed icom che d body, bur the king coming by, be 
ples Vol. 1. fawned upon him as it were craving belp at his bands. where: 
p 200-480" upon He cauſed all his army to paſs by in order, and whe! 
the wwriherers came the dog flew fiercely upon them, and 
3 then tawned upon the K ng, the ſouldiers hereypan exami- 
'- 4, ned, coaſeſſed the Murtber, and received „ Puniſh- 
„ment. Many ether Inſtances to this Purpoſe I could produce, 
a but I for haar. | 
Again, Rebelliowis a Crime which, they that are gui! 
are wicked evermach, , When Ipferigyrs mall ae fs 
wy ogainit Superiqurs, When Subjects till w'© fo 
. Redel- 


* 
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5 49 
Rebellion rife op againſt the Author 


the ſword Math. 26.52. that is to fay they that take up the 
ſwor d in a way of Rebellion againſt Lawfull Authority. That 


Doctor C liel in the ſpeech he mide in the Comndil tak c 
notice of two examples concerning this, Act,. J. 36, 37. 
Thewdas boaſting himſelf to be ſomebody, to whom a number f 


wen , about four hundred joyned themſelver, was flam, and al 
4/ many 4s obeyed bim were ſcattered, and brought to nongbr, 
after this man roſe up Pd off Gatliler, and drew away wet 
People after him, bt alſo periſh” and all ron as O- 
bryed him were died. So hen er vants ſhall riſe up in Re- 
-[lion againſt cheir Maſters,” it is a wicked thing. where- 
fore even Jezebel could fay; Had Zimri Peace who flew bu 
Mafter,2. K g. 9. 31. After he had ſlain bis Maſter had he 

ce in his own Conſcience ? Did he Proſper after that day? 
i not the bind of God follow him till he hitaſelf was Hun 
Had Tini Peace who 8 his Maſtir ? 

So when children ſhill rebell againſt their parents, theit 
wickedneſs is exceſſively t. And ſuch Children doe uſu- 
ally dy. befere their Time Wine e fifth, Commandment 
where it is ſaid, Hour thy Eber 75 Mitber, that thy 
dajer, way be long wpin the Lint Which the Lord thy Cod giveth 

. Therefore they that break this Commandmene may 
eupeRt chat their dayes ſhall not be long, but rhry Gal! aye 
before their Time, We ſee it in Abfoloaf He was a tebel- 
Vous Child, and whit; game of him? was he not hanged 
21 laſt / and arcs cheolf 1 rough his heart while be 
was yet alive, And Þ ravellers report that in the ſame Piace 
where Abſolom was buried. there is now 2 vaſt heap of ſtones, 
which is come to paſs by this meanes, it is Cuſtomary far 
every one, it pa b by thax PlicE'to throw 2 ſtone upon 
Abſofom uhog tile words: Tha? Bal it Br dont "tothe (yn 
that rebels againſt | 
that riſech up againſt his Parents, 
22 When a man hal 7 

60 wicked everninch, Me 


hichThe Tord bam 
ſer over them, ſuch- often dy before their Time, Hence » 
Chriſt ſaith , Al they that tat the ſword ſhall yeriſ® with 
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17 Father, Thus OM ie de done We child 
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all +. 


. * fo, Hehath made himſelf drunk a» bandred Times, He hath 


a Fog 


| (1s) 
over and over gun. Once is too much Hut many Times is 
evermach Bccleſ. 8.12 Though a fnwr de tvill an 
bundredtim's, Alas thereis many a {inner That bach done 


been unclean and abominable in the fight of God . a» hundred 
Times, He bath lye inſt his conſcieace a» bandred Timer, 
then be bu been — So when a vile creature 
ſhall adde f* to fo, as the Prophet complainech of them, 
Mai. 3g. 1. When he ſhall adde new tranſgreſſions to old fins, 
ſias of age to (ins of youth, later to former iniquities, What 
ſaith the Scripture? 1 Pet. 4. 3. the Time paſt of our life may 
[office 7 to baue wrong ht the will of the gentwler, * we wal- 

in laſcivien[neſr, laſt i, excels of wine, revellings, weting's 
&c. Therefors - a Canes Al adde new debts =, the old 
— ic is more thus ſufficerh, that is to ſay, He is wicked ver- 
uc b. 


T hey that are incorrigible in the wayes of fin, are wic- 
2 Wbo ſin ſt all meanes that can be uſed to 
reclaim them. There are ſuch finners as do diſpiſe all means, 
they will take no warning. Though God himſclf ſpeaketh 
m— 4 providences, taking ſome and banging 
them op. ore their eyes, yet they will go on ſtill in rhe 
treſpaſſes. And though they that are the Lords vicege- 
rents on earth, do eſtabſiſh and execute ſevere and righteous 
Laws, and put fin and ſinners to ſhame, yet they ſtill conti- 
nue to tranſgr eſs againſt che Lord. This doth evidence a 
ately wicked man. , It is ſpoken concerning 4 man 
that is beyond meaſure wicked, that he doth raw wpon gh; 1hick 
beſſes, of the Buckver of the Almighty Job. 13. 12 t is 
Buckler of the Almighty? It is the Word of God, 
And what are the thick Boſſes of chat Buckler? They are 
the threatnings and ſanRtions annexed to that Word. When 
ſinners ſhall cranſgreſs in a Land wherethere are Laws eſla- 
bliſhed and regulated according to the Word of God, and 
thoſe Laws faithfully executed, they run themſelves upon the 


 thich Boſſes of te Buckley of the Almighty, and therefore are 


2 © 
©, 


deſpereacly wicked. And there are that fin againſt the light 
#f the Goſpel and reprools adwiniſtred in the Word and 
29% - 


Name 


4 
* 


(1), 3 
Name of God: ſuch are wicked evermueh, and have cudſe to 

fear that they ſhall dye before their Time. wicheſs that awfull 

ſcripture Prov, 29. 1. He that bring often reproved bar dneth 

ba wk, , ſuddenly be de re., and that Without remedy. 

And thereare that deſpiſe reproofes, inſtruftions, admoni- 

tions, exhorrations, privately adminiſtred in Familyes, by 

maſters, Parents, ſuch are alſo wicked everwach, and do often 

dy before their Time, Witneſs the ſons of Eli, of whome it 

is ſaid, they barkned mot to the woice of their Father, becauſe the 

Lord wonld ſlay them 1 Sam. 3. 25. Doth thy Father give 

thee good counſel ? but wilt thou not har ken to him? This 7 

is a (1gn, that the Lord will ſlay thee. Remember thoſe proud 
and profane young men, the ſons of Eli, they regarded not 
what their Father ſaid to them, and therefore they dyed be- 
fore their Time, This comerh of not harkning to the voice 
of a Father, 

5. Tin that mind nething but this world and the wanityer 
and loft thereof are wiched evermuch. Even they that Five 
like Athuts withour God in the world. And this laſt Parti- 
cul ir ſuits with the ſcope of this Context. For as they are 
rightrons evermuch who under pt etence cf Religion negleR — de 
their particular Callings, ſa, they are Wicked avermuch who Le 


neglct'dyges.of Religion, om of reſp; to the world, There m, — 
are tha ind continua i geglec oc S ownſouls g, 
and Salvation. Hentę no pi ayer it may be not fo mactras in ne Mmν & 


the Family, no reading of the Scriptures, no Megitatioh, no — 
elf. enacuination Ho de men live as if there wete po world n im. 
but this, as i these were no God to ſer ve, and they had no weg & nil 
ſouls to fave 7 Certainly, all ſuch ate wicked guermuech, re 
And thus have wen done with the ſecoud ng propoun- "Pp Mee 
ded in order to the cleering ol che Dorine befote us, Wee 8 . - 
come to the third Pacticular, viz to-enquire into the Rea- h atyijiis pla 
ſons of this Doc une, why God is his Providente doth of- 
ten times ſo diſpoſe as (537. an nntimely death ſhall be the porriin 7 
#f him that hath br picked overmach ? .. a Mfechin bo. 
For Anſwer, ' we ſhall mention. twh - , . 
breifly 'Y whe Hin. 
1. The Lord dutb this that he may manifeſt” bit W Real, 
? 


* 


* 43 


*. 


Reaſ 


al ſalt, that t 


, the Lord by 
; 8,9, 1% ben 


1 him, „i 
* 2 and o 1/34 
Uſes to he 
' mation, 2. 


* . 


(12) 
| 22 1gaint [n Habfh 1. 13. He a 22 9e than to 
ebe evil, and cane lock in inquiry, that is ta ſay with 
approbation or without deteſtation and indig nation againſt 
bn. Ahe dleſſed Holy God doth bear an infinite deteſtation 
and indignation againſt fig, Hence he ſcaveth Afarks of bis 
Aiſpliaſure upon the ſinner, as God ſet a mark upon Cains 
Forehead, ſo he ſets a mark of diſplraſwre upon notorious 
1 Yea ſometimrs when he ſor giveth the (in, 
yet be doth viſit with Temporal vengeance, t hat ſo the world 
.may ſce chat (in is odious and abominable in the fight of 
God. Hence ſuch finrers as the Fegt ſpeakech of, muf 
He before their Time. 

2. + That ſocthers may thiveby be d deterred from 
ub Ce ens the [ike hills, - Thu it was with Lots 
wiſe, 4 yed before her Time, that ſo others might be 
warned by her example, to beware of becoming guilcy of 
the fame fin, which ſhe was ſo awfully puniſhed for. there- 
fore Chriſt aid to bjs difciptes, Tuber 171 9 2. Rr Lots 
wife, meaning ſo remember her, ws that you may for ever 
Zle beet of: "$ as the did. She tur ned into a pillar 
s might be ſeaſoned thereby and preſerved 
from the like evill, Goch is wiſe and wonderfull in his Pro- 
yidences, and, kndwgrd bat bre thedeath of two or 
ee G a5 tg. p te &&fireftipitr of many thereby, 
ence. back apfoint Juſder ſhall, be /ovecured in @ 
lemp, way, upoh Capirh/ ofent##, thur ethers may dear 
ad aud none may do a mote fo wickedly,, We find 
iverh this Rraſom of this marrer, Dent. 1 3. 
wet Herb wits , pneithir ball thing oye 
alt ew Pare; be YBate' ſurety - KN 
Wall brar am f en det wo mere any 
lack nickedu[1 # this & amony „ss. 5 
Wee come now to Apply this Dome. There are two 
inſilted on, 1. By way of Arat ius or Infor 

By way'of Exhyratin, e | 
By way of [nformatihe, Inf: r. we nay fer by this, 
be evrateft folly-in the world, Well mighc Solomon 


' Gyas intheText, neitber be then fooliſh, For to lin and doe 


ak 5 \wickedly 


- A. 


from 
1 ‚ 
And thus doch a wretched finner doe. are 
tmerkeaf darkneſs, —— 
— — 1 Lin is the moſt 


that before the Time — newer yea and wit 
—— looſe bis ſoul for ever NR 
— againſt me wrongs bus ewn ſoul, The Rs 

ings ruin upon his own foul. Therefore ſin is folly, and 
and the more ſinſull che more ſooliſh. The greateſt Sinners 
are the greateſt Fooles in all the | world, Wherefore it 'is 
ſad Ecel 9. ——ů— Pr vill; & 
Ades iin tart w live , 
tothe Ade ee bar 

is it, for amy man, thac ſo be — the ADL of fin 


fot a ſeaſon, to venture eternall damnation of his precious 
* — C 
Infor. It followeth from leer, that frortneſs of dees 


1 in it ſel — . For it is threntned as a Puniſhmene 
Al It ix fruit᷑ df n and of the curſe, If Adam 
had not ſinned there: , have been no ſhort lives, none 
of his Poſterity Sud are had their lives ſbor tned. Ard in 
the times of the Reſtitugan o enge, ö 


ſhall be removed, it will not be as 

Tbere hall he no mare Lo . 
more ſuch untimely deat eyes dos wich ſedneſs be- 
bold this day. Look 4 EEE ſelf a bleffidg, and 


therefore is Promiſed as in the Seripture Pal. 91: 16: 
[nn 7 yr vil — bim, Prov.” 4. 10. Receive 
life hall be 


8. 36. _— t bay 


AD 


* 
* * bd 
* 1 
* * 7 
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5 5 


———— ö 

the of: "the 
. — 
W. Therefore ſbort life is in it i e- juitz nent. Onely — 
* * — — on actes are in 
Ex SR 
So an is in it 
ee delongs co ibe election of 
. for it 1 


M eee that. Eee, 
1 

ws tl liver from death There: — . 
SID fall live in * 


— 2 Ae —.— 
nns young a wellas orf „ 321 | 

Very true. An there are! ſome: 1 Gatos 
a lime 1 
this. 


though. che beſt, man, und the beſt miniſter of 
is all the world io bis time, was eaken our ef the world 
before he bad lived, half ſo long as men in thoſe dayes were 
2.3 wont to live, but chen it would not be for them to live 
INN — 2 and ſaithiull, and ther eſot e he 
ber h ferch chat life wilt not 
be bel e den. Beſides 


"- 


«- 


* 9 33 ” 
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* . ö Nu. 7 
, T1 LAN * 
1 8 
E 4; 
dr Ne 3 he's I 
$1) 1 , . l ; 

at AMC. p "| 
; x2£.,.% 


Pk fog rs 
others do in twenty, forry, 
Moreover, that pr 11 
righteous in xy etal 13 
n are mpli 
10 Chrift, Ua be bon 1d be fartsRed wi 
dx che fall. that he ſhould prolong bis Mn | 
Let we know drin was got = 75 muc 4. J 
I. e boy 170 ee nn, » accor- 
ding to the __ f He ad life ay 
thou gavef it agth of dare or gver and ever. | 
"Uſe. 2 17 0 word of xbor tation” I. Here is- 8 * 
ord of euhoctatibn.. 2, Men icular. e 8 
Let l be exborted to mgke | 
; fuck [ Providencts ad i fs rs Ob enn ind yam | 


aPro before us this day, whi 
to ſpeak from theſe words at this Tinde. mage Ts think 


| q not have us ſuffer ſuch ull Pr 
22 tals Hay withope taking 25 r 


Tpegall notice of them, . 
and making ſome good Improyement | e 
You will ſay, * ee ve N of this el 
ralf . 320 24% . v 
. | Anſw 


Tt: 
re Heb. 13127 Where ici fad Oy 12 1 


* 
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(iz) 


and ſubmit ſilves, 

| LE 
their maſters contrary 

to the Seb Commandment ? —— and O what 


Gſodedient.Children > O what unruly ſervants may we find 
there ? Nay, Look into the ſtreets, and there we may 
ga 124 have ſometimes beheld it not —— without 


ps 8 — 
— the — 


— 2 
2 


ſpired their 
2 — ſeen in our I before now, And mark 


6 Voc bear to be ſubjeck to thut order neither in Church not — | | 
S . — — God had and Hee dyed not ( 
| So = —— —— — oud and 

— Galore at 
3 > eres wt One of theſe 
— Ons nk — deſore the | 
; —— Gaich that-de "thinks bis pride bath been hi | 
cs hare hooghc mis Cole in the | 
ic was- thought 
j — —— | | 
. him under this condemnation ? | | 
—— . 17 — — | Wi 
, 4 Ne - : , 3 | | 
N e downs * n | 
4 5 wad 
4 Ti Ra ere — ned tis pd. 25 
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| | wis one of 


£1 


— 2 
wg which he was ſet in, bur lived an 
Tr he, and ac now come to? 
* 2 that fin . 4 r 1 5 
- And Diſebedzence re Perem11is a ſin that is often puniſhed 
with untimely death. (as was partly intimated beſote 2 
day, dach conſ- 


the 
when he 


have had hm gene to s Trede bar 
his Father was dead, he would not be 
had tbe care and charge of hind, but ran ewty: from 
and fincechatfrom time to time hath run away from 
that have been his Maſters, - Ani now behold what all this 
diſobedience bath — — | — — | 
| Children thas are here the Loed this 
27 the Word ofthe Lord. There is a-Scriprure which merhioks 
| " , ould irike Terror and I rembliag into your, Souls, It is 
that Prov. 30. 17, The re that nactrs Father and diſpi- 
ſeth to alen his Moker, the raven; of the walley ſhalt pick it ont, 
— —— The eye that mocketh his Father. 
Stu and conteumpt is to be ſerm in tho eye, [therefore 
the meaning is, that hie that is ſtubborn and rebelliou3 againſt 
his Father, ſhalt be ſo dealt with Well, a Father hath many 
times that Wiſdome and Authority wich him, that the child 
dare dat diſobey bim, but be-careth not d bis Mother, 
Thereſore it is added, He ther drſpiſerh 20.98 bu Auer. 
Von Children that diſobey your Motbers bearken\.co this, 
The ravens aro like to feed upon you; that is to ſay ſuch ſin- 


vers ſhall come tu an untimely death, and it may be not have 
2 aig 8 a decent b 
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nature to 
curall if 


A rnize was, the gartford in 
> Roald bave been Concct | 


to your Hearts. 8 
Drunkenwiſ+ alſo, is a fin, that often brings thoſe that are 
＋ of to a miſerable end at laſt; A vile creature, it may 


e when he is drunk, He will and drown himſelf, and 
his ſoul goe down into etetnall darkneſs in that condition, 
or he will commit ſome horrid fin, for which. che ſwprd of 
Juſtice will Cut him oſſ. When be is drunk He will commie 
Adulcety, or a Rape it may be, Alaſs we hear that ſuch a vil- 3 
lany hath been Commitred of late, in a Plantation not far off, | 
Or in his drink Nee le Kill a man, and ſo dye before bis Time, + 
Therefore beware of that fin, „ 
Aud Cevetemneſt is a fin, which many Times — ue 
timely death, It did ſo upon Achan. The Love of money 38 
is the root of all evil, This hath vccafoneq any ® bloody © 

| yes 


— 


* 2 


a. or RT; 
+7 Avis tere! Archer. The tory is famouſly known of a man 


| We in Cerswel, that bis ſon having bcen many $ abſent 
"+. Se allo the from him and coming home wich a portmantue full of ſilver 
þ wb hors and Gold, and his Parents not knowing who he was, for 
*.other hk the ſake of his money conſpire together, and in the righe 
Gir ia 7 time cut his throat, and in the next morning when they 
HERE knew ir was their own ſon whom they had Aer therta, 
„Theater of they did in anguiſh and hort or, both of them deſtroy them- 


Judgneny,, ſelves, © | | K 
5 24,79 And chere is a Tragical Rory lately printed fe of a profane 
— young man, that Killed his own Mother that bare him, out 
+ n. — of hopes that when ſhe was dead, He ſhould enjoy her eltate. 
Jongawho was For which be was put to a moſt dreadfull Death, weights of 
_ n iron and ſtone were upon him for two dayes together, 
Wald tarch until bis life and ſoul were preſſed out of his body. This 
. 11 16. extent ies was was done juſt four years agoe. There- 
| fore take heed and beware of Coverouſneſs, 
Aſo rake heed of giving way to paſſions, revenge, an 
| and the like, Theſe two condemned creatures, their —— 
corrected them, and as they thought dealt hardly with them, 
and therefore in wicked paſſion, wrach, and rage they would 
take an axe and knock him in the head, for which now they 
e 
| vi to Diſcentents Me- 
3 . , for that alſo . ſome to e their Time. 
9 22 e heck of a man that 
+ vin — Melancholy diſcontent went to diſtroy ber ſelf 
2 times, but was by the Providence of God prevented, 
wasexecured but giving way to thoſe Temptations, and not 
in Sm h- eld ing her ſelf on the account of former miſcariages, 
x Londen  fheembrewed ber hands in the blood of her awn Child, for 
- ne6y the which ſhe was afterwards executed, near to the place 
where ſhe had committed that unnatural! Cruelty and Ater- 
ther. . Therefore let us beware of giving way to the diſtem- 
a pered workings of our own ſpirits, 205 
. But thus foe the word of General Exhercation, _ 
a. Let mem pgrvicularlyexhors, thoſe that have fern 


wicked : [You yur have been guilcy of great 2 
1— , . 3 8 ; x an 


| he 


* * 
of 43s 


us for you; the — on ſhall never hear 4no- 

ther Sermon; and ct words fink down into 

4, few Confiderations nnd Directions let me ſpread be- 
E 9 «4 - " 4 P 0 , 4 . J f 


re now to dye for is exceeding great, even 

Murder, The Scripturr faich that wo Adarderer hath eternal 
If. And there is another Scripture that fach, that A- 

N bave their Part ib Lake which burns with 
Sire aud brim Bene which @ the ſecond Death. And no doubr © 
ou have been "guilty of many other Greirous fad, 
Nich have proyoked the Lord r C 
fmiſion of this 'borrid Afarther. | 
ercredingiy o ggravated in reſpect of rhe per ſon whom 


due fl. in, even your 5 O,how bays you riſen up u e. 


0 n 


4 Sd 4 
* 


+ 


Se the book 
called the 
fullflling the 
$crip ares, 
F233. 
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(u) 
Har you fe ſhed che 50 rere 
fear - 


ve 
| Image » a. man as had 
1 in that Aru oſſer ed 
ee e eee 
you i — * Commandments 
at once in the hig you doe. And 
— be mv gg you robe Condem- 
nation you have told many lies (at leaſt one of you, it is 
to be fear *. — of ) again — Conſcience. 
2. now you muſt dye beſore your Time, 


—— . — young creature that bach 
hardly lived twenty years in this world, and muſt this day 
be turned out ef it. Yea, both of you dy before your Time, 
E might according to the erdinary courſe of nature have 
ived many a year. You muſt be cut off by a violent and 
dreadfullfdeath, For indeed the anger of the Lord would 
fall upon this whole Country where your fin hath been 
committed, if you ſhould be ſuffered co live. 
$. Conlider, T hat there n yet 4 poſſibility for you to ef+ 
cape the ſecond death. Though your ſi 15 very great, yet 
God can pardon it. I remember a pal. ge concerning a 
* that was condemned to dye for wickedneſs 
had been guilty of (I the rather mention ii becauſe he 
was Cour man to — 1 you). bur — be was — 
Pri ave Hopes u epentance, an 
She * the place of — had this ex, 
—— O! God is a great forgiver, Gud 19-4 great forgiver, 
fol ſay to you in his Blame, the Lord uA great Forgiver, It 
is his Name to —— iniquity Traaſgreſfion and (in, 
Yeaand He ha n deep and uofaigned Repentance ) 
forgiven thoſe t ve committed this ſin which you are 
now to ſuffer for, Manaſſch ſhed much innocent blood, 
yet when he humbled himſelf greatly, the Lord. was, en- 
treated for him. There are ſome in Heaven that were once 
Bloody ſinners. David was delivered from Blood eniltin'ſk 
n his r it was ſaid to him, The Lord hatb 
te 


wt” wo 


FA 
1 of blood him, And theretore he made 
. Ae before the Lord b Saying, Lord; When the 
22 A. 
and 


ihr Steven was ford, I alſo Was flanding 
+ enſenting to bis dearth. Vet when he did r 
and Turn to Godin — Chriſt, God forgave him his Ini- 
ity. | e, that there is Mercy enough wi.h 
Tod to Pardon and Save as great ſinners as you are, 
And know, that Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God, Came 


to Save the — of finners, T here is Merit and Righ- 
teouſneſs enoug — 


| in Jeſus Chriſt, Hee was bruiſed 
our Iniquiryes , and wounded for our Tranſgreſſions. The 
wounds of Chriſt can make amends for thoſe wounds 
which you your Maſter, when you ſlew him, The 
lood of Chriſt can ſatisfie for the blood which you have 
ſhed. Jeſus doth deliver from wrath to come, And be doth 
not exclude you from ſalvation by him, if you doe not by 
Impenitency & Unbelief exclude your ſelves. Neither can the 
death you ſuffer hinder the Salvation of your ſouls, in caſe 
you truly repent and believe, Jeſus Chriſt hath been made 
a Curſe, that ſo he m_ redeem from the Curſe of the Law. 
Yea Hee (the bleſſed fon of God) was hanged upon a Tree, 
h Hee never knew any ſin, only for the (ins of his peo 


n 
ple, and therefore be hath PinRiked all maner of deaths - i 


thoſe that ſhall beleive on Him, Oh Conſider of it and let it 
break your Heaxts, 


4 Conſider Preſently it will be tos late for you to think of 


theſe things, when once you ace dead, when once your ſouls 
are out of your bodyes, it will be too late for you to think of 


theſe matters. There is no Repenting in the Grave. there is no 
Believing in Hell. Behold wow is — Time, ew is" 


the hour of your Salvation, If you doe not New accept of 


Jeſus Chriſt his own Terms, you will be undone, 
damned to allEcernicy, * on 


By way of Direion 1 ſhall ſpeak two or three words, _ 


1. Doe what you can that God may have gl \ that bt- 
tle Time that you have to live. Therefore 2 eb Lo 
D 2 
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we confeſt 


re. "SIN9C 6 Fat? (id ; 
wp to God in feſws Chriſt, that be would 4 — 
Fan — e ae ee | 


pentance 
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fouls, I Remember it is ſtoried of a poor woman that being 


ſentence was paſt, ſhe fell 


ſouls. yea it is for the lives;of your Souls, 
eee eunto, 
5. Thinkſ; etermiy O Eternity Ecer 
— why wan th If I were to . Pe. be Þ7 
| at 1971 ene, merbinks I b gem — 
e | beſeech d- attri- 


| 


you think ſeriouſly of this. I might char , and] doe ſo in do. p 155, 
the Name of Go, bu: Ill ec yo Though Wy 

| vile, condemned creatures, yet as I ſaid to you in the Priſon, | 
ö I See | 
, * 
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0 | | 
4 5 = * 24.6 
ir hs 
10 7 
Tibi Domine. 15 Tl 
4 2 il 
ve by RY 
& * » 29g on ' 
* . Errata ' | 
ts, P.s. ly * * read are, p | 

19% 1 ä 8 
: <= ——_— ö 
* 1. 42, for 110. read 101. | 
2 P.1 |. 1. for Hebr read Hab. 


